mainly in the system of behaviour by the observance
of which men and women will benefit rather than
injure their fellows while pursuing their own persona]
interests in life.

General planning is wholesale destruction of free-
dom; cultural planning would be the end of all
inspired enquiry, of every creative effort, and planned
economy would make life into something between a
universal monastery and a forced labour camp.
Our aim must be not to destroy the mechanism of
liberty but to amend it by renewing the rules and
principles on which individuals are called upon to act.
Common sense will not admit that the only alternative
to unemployment, to unjust gains, and to undeserved
poverty is to bind ourselves hand and foot, to gag
our mouths and blindfold our eyes. But common
sense will not be heard until we rid ourselves of magic
beliefs. We must realize that planning, as applied
to social affairs, does not in general mean order and
intelligent foresight; and at the same time we have to
reduce the market in our minds to its proper position
of an element of social machinery, subordinate to
our will, so long as it is used in conformity with its
inherent mechanism.

A more sober approach may not in itself eliminate
conflict, but it will replace conflicting obsessions for
which there is no solution, by conflicting interests
which admit of compromise and by rival valuations
to be adjusted by mutual toleration.
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